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(54) An enabling technique for quickly establishing high speed PSTN connections in 
telecommuting applications 



(57) A data communications equipment, e.g., a mo- 
dem (100;200), uses a telephone number of a remote 
endpoint (50;60) to retrieve an associated set of stored 
configuration parameters. These stored configuration 
parameters allow the modem (100;200) to quickly ini- 



tialize itself and thereby significantly reduce the training 
interval with the remote modem (200;100). In addition, 
the use of the telephone number of the remote endpoint 
allows quick identification of modulation format, e.g., 
that a fax call is being established. 
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Description 

Background Of the Invention 

The present invention relates to data communica- 
tions equipment, e.g., modems, and, more particularly, 
to the setting of communications parameters within the 
data communications equipment. 

Today, more and more companies are allowing em- 
ployees to work from home, i.e., to "telecommuter To 
facilitate the ability of employees to work at home, some 
companies provide their telecommuting employees with 
personal computers. The latter assist the telecommut- 
ing employee in performing their work at home as if 
physically at the office. For example, an employee may 
be able to just as easily write a report using a word proc- 
essor on their personal computer at home as compared 
to performing the same activity at the office. As a result, 
the personal computer provides a degree of independ- 
ence from the workplace. However, during a work day 
the telecommuting employee may still have the need to 
occasionally access additional computer resources lo- 
cated at the company's facilities. The telecommuting 
employee may make a number of such data connec- 
tions during the course of a day for very short time pe- 
riods to obtain a copy of a file, exchange electronic mail, 
reconcile databases, etc. 

Any computer facility is typically accessed by the 
telecommuting employee via a switched data connec- 
tion through the public switched telephone network 
(PSTN). In order to establish a switched data connec- 
tion, the personal computer of the telecommuting em- 
ployee includes data communications equipment, e.g., 
a modem, that is coupled to the PSTN. Generally, the 
telecommuting employee simply enters a command into 
the personal computer to instruct the modem to dial a 
telephone number associated with the computer facility. 
After dialing and detecting an answer tone from a far- 
end modem of the computer facility, both the local mo- 
dem and the far-end modem perform a "hand-shaking" 
procedure to establish the data connection. 

This "hand-shaking" procedure is performed by 
both modems every time a data connection is estab- 
lished between the telecommuting employee's home 
and the computer facility. As part of this "hand-shaking, 
" or initialization, procedure, each modem performs a 
"training process" in which each modem evaluates the 
analog communications channel across which the data 
connection is established. This evaluation is performed 
so that each modem can process a received signal to 
correctly recover the transmitted information from the 
far-end. For example, each modem typically includes an 
equalizer to correct for "inter-symbol interference" (tSI). 
In order to correct for I SI, a predefined test signal is 
transmitted between the modems during the above- 
mentioned training process. Each modem evaluates the 
received test signal and calculates a set of parameters 
referred to as "tap values" for the respective equalizer. 



Unfortunately, the higher the data communications 
speed, the longer this training interval. In particular, 
high-speed data modems have the characteristic of tak- 
ing a significant amount of time, e.g., 10-20 seconds, 
5 to establish a data connection. Further, it is likely that in 
a telecommuting environment high-speed data connec- 
tions will be established between a telecommuting em- 
ployee and their company's computer facilities for short 
periods of time throughout the course of the day. This is 
10 simply because the high-speed transfer of data, i.e., in- 
formation, increases productivity, and because some 
pc-based applications, like image transfers, require a 
large amount of data. Consequently, this 1 0 - 20 second 
training delay becomes an annoyance in a telecommut- 
'5 jng environment. In addition, the longer it takes to es- 
tablish a data connection, the more time that a particular 
modem of the computer facility is busy — which increas- 
es the likelihood of other telecommuting employees re- 
ceiving a busy signal when they attempt to make a data 
20 connection to the computer facility of the company. 

While some "fast-training" mechanisms exist in the 
prior art, these prior art solutions are not the complete 
answers in a telecommuting environment. For example, 
in private line networks there is a dedicated facility be- 
25 tween each endpoint of a data connection. In such a sit- 
uation, the same facility is always used so that configu- 
ration parameters, like equalizer tap values, need, gen- 
erally, only be calculated once. Once calculated, these 
configuration parameters are stored for latter recall by 
30 each modem within each endpoint. However, in the tel- 
ecommuting environment — there are no dedicated fa- 
cilities — only switched facilities between each endpoint 
of the data connection. Similarly, in the co-pending, 
commonly assigned, patent application of Ken Ko enti- 
35 tied "Independently Switched Voice and Data Calls Us- 
ing a Simultaneous Voice and Data Modem," serial No. 
08/216,373, filed on March 23, 1994, the local loop be- 
tween a user and their central office is terminated be- 
tween two modems — one modem within the user's 
40 home and one modem within the central office of the 
user. In this environment, the parameters of the dedicat- 
ed local loop are measured and stored for future refer- 
ence in these two modems. In fact, the central office of 
the user stores configuration parameters, like tap val- 
4 5 ues, based upon the telephone number associated with 
the respective local loop. However, again, in the typical 
telecommuting environment — the local loop is not iso- 
lated between two modems — instead the communica- 
tions path between the two data endpoints include 
50 switched facilities. 

Summary of the Invention 

We have recognized that in a telecommuting envi- 
es ronment a) it is likely a high-speed communications path 
between two data endpoints will primarily use switched 
facilities that are digital, and b) that the data endpoint 
associated the computer facility of the company will cou- 
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pie to the PSTN through a digital facility. Consequently, 
the only segment of the high-speed data connection 
which uses truly analog communications is the local 
loop between the telecommuting employee's residence 
and their local central office. Therefore, and in accord- 
ance with the principles of the invention, we have real- 
ized a method and apparatus that significantly reduces 
the training interval. In particular, a modem uses a tele- 
phone number of a remote endpoint to retrieve an as- 
sociated set of stored configuration parameters. These 
stored configuration parameters allow the local modem 
to quickly initialize itself and thereby significantly reduce 
the training interval. 

In one embodiment of the invention, a central com- 
puter facility has an all-digital connection to the PSTN 
via a T1 , or similar, facility. The PSTN portion of the high- 
speed data connection also comprises a digital commu- 
nications facility. This allows the modem located within 
the employee's residence and the modem associated 
with the central computer facility to use predetermined 
configuration parameters in establishing the data con- 
nection. In particular, the answering modem, e.g., the 
modem associated with the central computer facility, de- 
tects the calling party's telephone number and retrieves 
an associated set of stored configuration parameters. 
Similarly, the originating modem retrieves a similar set 
of stored configuration parameters as a function of the 
called telephone number. In this embodiment, these 
stored configuration parameters include tap values for 
the respective equalizer of each modem. These equal- 
izer tap values reflect the effect on any received data 
signal of the local loop between the telecommuting em- 
ployee and their central office. In addition, other config- 
uration parameters, like speed, parity, error correction 
options, echo canceler taps, approximate round trip de- 
lay, usable channel bandwidth (optimum symbol rate), 
received signal level and any other information about 
the circuit which normally would require time during star- 
tup for the modem to determine by direct analysis are 
also set. For example, V.34 modems determine gain 
versus frequency (frequency response) and noise ver- 
sus frequency during startup in order to select the sym- 
bol rate and transmitter pre-emphasis for the session. 
All of this information could be stored and then retrieved 
based on the phone number. 

As a result, this invention provides a basis for quick- 
ly establishing high-speed data connections over PSTN 
circuits in a network configuration which is likely to be 
common in telecommuting usage. The inventive con- 
cept also makes it possible to have the number of em- 
ployees who are actively using telecommuting to be 
much larger than the number of circuits and central site 
modems (just as the number of customers connected to 
a central office might be much larger than its maximum 
capacity). 



Brief Description of the Drawing 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a point-to-point data 
communications system; 

s FIG. 2 is a blockdiagram of DCE 200, which embod- 
ies the principles of the invention and is used in the 
data communications system of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an illustration of an illustrative data struc- 
ture for use in storing information in accordance 

10 with the inventive concept; 

FIG. 4 is an illustrative flow diagram in accordance 
with the principles of the invention for use in an 
answering DCE; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of DCE 100, which embod- 
15 jes the principles of the invention and is used in the 
data communications system of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is an illustrative flow diagram in accordance 
with the principles of the invention for use in an orig- 
inating DCE; and 
20 FIG. 7 is another block diagram of a data commu- 
nications system embodying the principles of the 
invention. 

Detailed Description 

25 

A point-to-point data communications system for 
use in a telecommuting application is shown in FiG. 1. 
In the following example, it is assumed a calling party, 
e.g., the telecommuting employee, at terminal 60 initi- 

30 ates a telephone call in order to access computer 50 
through DCE 100, PSTN 10, T1 interface 15, and DCE 
200. DCE 100 and DCE 200 access PSTN 10 via lines 
201 and 101, respectively. The communications chan- 
nel includes lines 201 , PSTN 10, and line 101 . The latter 

35 is representative of a typical analog, or "tip/ring," local 
loop, while line 201 is representative of a digital facility, 
e.g., T1. In this example, line 201 terminates in T1 in- 
terface 1 5, which is assumed to be co-located with DCE 
200. Further, it is assumed that any data call routed 

40 through PSTN 10 is over digital facilities. In particular, 
in this type of application it is assumed that high-speed 
PSTN circuits are required between any central site 
computing facilities and the residences of empbyees 
who are working at home. As a result, the only analog 

45 portion of the switched data connection between com- 
puter 50 and DCE 100 is over local loop 101 . Therefore, 
and in accordance with the inventive concept, the de- 
termination of any analog line specific parameters in es- 
tablishing a data connection between computer 50 and 

so terminal 60 need only be determined once. Subsequent 
data connections between the same data endpoints can 
be quickly established via the use of a fast-initialization 
procedure in which configuration-specific parameters 
are recalled in a DCE as a function of the far-end tele- 

S5 phone number. DCE 200, of FIG. 1 , embodies the prin- 
ciples of the invention and is shown in more detail in 
FIG. 2. The components of DCE 200, other than the in- 
ventive concept, are well-known. DCE 200 comprises 
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memory 220, CPU 210, Digital Signal Processor (DSP) 
230, time-slot access device 260, and data terminal 
equipment interface 270. CPU 210 is a microprocessor 
central processing unit, which operates on, or executes, 
program data stored in memory 220, via path 213. Time 
slot access device 260 provides information to, and re- 
ceives information from, T1 interface 15, via time-divi- 
sion-multiplexed (TDM) bus 261. T1 interface 15 termi- 
nates T1 facility 201, which conveys a T1 signal from 
the respective terminating central office (not show) with- 
in PSTN 1 0. A T1 signal includes a plurality of channels, 
only one of which is assigned to DCE 200. (Although not 
shown, T1 facility 201 is actually shared among a plu- 
rality of DCEs, of which DCE 200 is one. The other DCEs 
similarly provide information to, and receive information 
from, T1 interface 15, via TDM bus 261.) Time slot ac- 
cess device 260 receives signaling information from T1 
interface 15, via TDM bus 261. This signaling informa- 
tion includes the identification of the particular time slot 
of TDM bus 261 that is assigned to DCE 200 and in- 
cludes other information like "Automatic Number Iden- 
tification" (ANI), which represents the calling party's tel- 
ephone number. Time slot access device 260 both re- 
moves and inserts data into the assigned time slot of 
TDM bus 261 . This data is a digital representation of an 
analog signal. In particular, data extracted by time slot 
access device 260 from the assigned time slot is pro- 
vided as a received signal, RX, to DSP 230 via line 241 . 
This received signal is a digitized version of the analog 
signal transmitted by modem 100. Conversely, DSP 230 
applies signal TX to time slot access device 260, via line 
232, for transmission to the far end. Like signal RX, sig- 
nal TX is also a digitized analog signal. This type of mo- 
dem is known in the art as a "fi-law modem." Memory 
220 is representative of random access memory (RAM), 
and comprises a number of representative storage lo- 
cations, of which a subset is shown in FIG. 2. For ex- 
ample, storage location 505 corresponds to that portion 
of memory that stores instructions and data associated 
with implementing step 505 of FIG. 4, described below. 
In addition, a portion of memory 220 includes telephone 
number list 221 and parameter list 222. 

As shown in FIG. 3, telephone number list 221 in- 
cludes a plurality of telephone numbers, 21-1 to 21 -n. 
For each telephone number there is a corresponding 
pointer, i.e., 22-1 to 22-n. Each pointer identifies a re- 
spective set of configuration information within param- 
eter list 222. The latter stores a plurality of sets of con- 
figuration information, 222-1 to 222-n. Each set of con- 
figuration information illustratively includes data repre- 
senting equalizer tap values, echo canceller tap values, 
parity, speed, and modulation information. In this exam- 
ple, telephone number 21 -1 is associated with set 222-1 
via pointer 22-1 . In order to facilitate understanding the 
inventive concept, reference can also be made to FIG. 
4, which represents an illustrative method used herein 
to provide a "fast initialization" procedure in an answer- 
ing DCE. 



As noted above, it is assumed that DCE 200 is the 
answering DCE and begins in an idle mode in step 505. 
In step 510, the answering DCE detects an incoming 
telephone call via the above-mentioned signaling por- 

5 tion of TDM bus 261. The signaling information provides 
time slot access device 260 with the identity of the time 
slot in TDM bus 261 within which data from the far-end 
caller is to be received. In addition, the signaling infor- 
mation includes the calling party's ANI, which time slot 

io access device 260 provides to CPU 210, via line 212, 
in step 515. CPU 210 instructs time slot access device 
260, via line 214, to answer the incoming call in step 
520. CPU 210 then compares, in step 521, the received 
ANI to each telephone number entered on telephone 

15 number list 221 . If the calling party's telephone number 
was not found on the list by CPU 21 0, the latter executes 
a normal initialization in step 535. A normal initialization 
conforms to any of the standard modulation schemes, 
e.g., V.34. After performing the normal initialization, 

20 CPU 210 checks, in step 540, a predefined "storage 
flag" set within DCE 200. This "storage flag" is simply 
an additional parameter of DCE 200 and can be set in 
any number of ways, e.g., by a network manager via an 
"AT command mode" instruction. If the "storage flag" is 

25 set, then, in step 545, the ANI is entered into telephone 
number list 221 and an associated copy is made of the 
respective configuration parameters for storage within 
parameter list 222. If the "storage flag" was not set, then 
no entry is made for this particular telephone number. 

30 However, if the calling party's telephone number is 
located in telephone number list 221, the answering 
DCE performs a "fast initialization" in step 530. In this 
"fast initialization, 0 CPU 210 retrieves the set of config- 
uration information associated with the received ANI via 

35 the pointer that links each telephone number entry of 
telephone number list 221 with a respective set of con- 
figuration information stored in parameter list 222. 

Similar to the operation of the answering DCE, the 
originating DCE also checks the telephone number of 

40 the called party. DCE 100, of FIG. 1 , embodies the prin- 
ciples of the invention and is shown in more detail in 
FIG. 5. The components of DCE 100. other than the in- 
ventive concept, are well-known. In this example, DCE 
100 is illustratively an analog-modem and comprises 

45 memory 120, CPU 110, Digital Signal Processor (DSP) 
1 30, hybrid circuit 1 40, off -hook relay 160, and data ter- 
minal equipment interface 170. CPU 110 is a microproc- 
essor central processing unit, which operates on, or ex- 
ecutes, program data stored in memory 120, via path 

50 113. Memory 120 is representative of random access 
memory (RAM), and comprises a number of represent- 
ative storage locations, of which a subset is shown in 
FIG. 5. Like DCE 200 described above, memory 120 in- 
cludes telephone number list 121 and parameter list 

55 1 22, which are assumed to have the same structure as 
shown in FIG. 3. In addition, for simplicity, it is assumed 
that hybrid 140 is not only a 2-to-4 wire converter but 
also includes other well-known processing circuitry like 
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analog-to-digital converters and digital-to-analog con- 
verters for processing an incoming or outgoing signal, 
respectively. In order to facilitate understanding the in- 
ventive concept, reference can also be made to FIG. 6, 
which represents an illustrative method used herein to 5 
provide a "fast initialization" procedure in the originating 
DCE. 

DCE 1 00 begins in an idle mode in step 605. In step 
610, CPU 110 initiates a data call to computer 50. As is 
known in the art, this data call can be initiated in a 
number of ways. For example, a user at terminal 60 can 
keyboard dial using the well-known "AT-command set." 
As part of originating the telephone call, CPU 110 con- 
trols off-hook relay 160 to go "off-hook, M as is known in 
the art. This couples hybrid circuit 140 to via local loop 
101 over which the called party's telephone number is 
provided to PSTN 10. CPU 110 then compares, in step 
620, the telephone number being dialed to each tele- 
phone number entered on telephone number list 121 . If 
the called party's telephone number was not found on 
the list by the originating DCE, the latter executes a nor- 
mal initialization in step 635. A normal initialization con- 
forms to any of the standard modulation schemes, e.g., 
V.34. After performing the normal initialization, CPU 110 
checks, in step 640, a predefined "storage flag" set with- 
in DCE 1 00. This "storage flag" is simply an additional 
parameter of DCE 100 and can be set in any number of 
ways, e.g., by the user via an "AT command mode" in- 
struction. If the "storage flag" is set, then, in step 645, 
the phone number is entered into telephone number list 
121 and an associated copy is made of the respective 
configuration parameters for storage within parameter 
list 1 22. If the "storage flag" was not set, then no entry 
is made for this particular telephone number. 

However, if the called party's telephone number is 
located in telephone number list 121, the originating 
DCE performs a "fast initialization" in step 625. In this 
"fast initialization," CPU 110 retrieves the set of config- 
uration information associated with the called party's tel- 
ephone number via the pointer that links each telephone 
number entry of telephone number list 121 with a re- 
spective set of configuration information stored in pa- 
rameter list 122. 

It should be noted that it was assumed that both 
ends of the data connection correctly determined that 
either a "fast initialization" or a "normal initialization" 
could be performed. Although not shown for simplicity, 
it is assumed that if one of the DCEs determined that a 
fast initialization could be performed while the opposite 
DCE determined a "normal initialization" must be per- 
formed, a suitable error recovery procedure would be 
followed. For example,* if the answering DCE deter- 
mined that a fast initialization could be performed and 
subsequently detected a standard training signal indi- 
cation from the opposite DCE, then the answering DCE 
would revert back to a normal initialization process. In 
addition, the inventive concept presumes a fixed rela- 
tionship between a telephone number on telephone 



number lists 221 and 121 , and a predetermined param- 
eter — even though there is no guarantee that the pre- 
determined parameter will not change. For example, it 
is assumed that equalizer tap values associated with a 
calling party's telephone number on telephone number 
list 221 will not change because of the presumption that 
the communications path comprises switched facilities, 
which are predominately digital. However, if after estab- 
lishing a data connection using the fast initialization pro- 
cedure the presumption is in error, DCE 200 simply ex- 
ecutes a respective error recovery procedure. For ex- 
ample, if the predetermined equalizer tap values no 
longer apply, the error rate in a received data signal will 
likely increase. In this case, CPU 21 0 of DCE 200 mon- 
itors the error rate as known in the art. If the error rate 
should exceed a predetermined number DCE 200 per- 
forms a normal retrain to readjust the equalizer tap val- 
ues. 

In the above example, it was assumed that a tele- 
commuting employee originated the telephone call to 
computer 50. However, it may be the case that computer 
50 initiates the data call to terminal 60 of the telecom- 
muting employee. In this case, the illustrative methods 
of FIGs. 3 and 6 would now apply to DCE 100 and DCE 
200, respectively. However, in the case of DCE 100, this 
embodiment requires that the local exchange carrier 
(not shown) that provides service to the telecommuting 
employee via local loop 101 be equipped with what is 
known in the art as a "CPDN" feature. The CPDN is a 
caller identification number and is typically the tele- 
phone number of the calling party. An example of a 
CPDN central office feature can be found in Bellcore 
Technical Reference CLASS Feature: "Calling Number 
Delivery," TR-TSY-000031 , Issue 3, January 1990. It is 
assumed that this CPDN feature is a part of the tele- 
phone service provided to the telecommuting employee 
by the local exchange carrier (not shown) within PSTN 
10. In this case. DCE 100 detects an incoming tele- 
phone call by the receipt of two distinct signals from 
PSTN 10, one is a "ringing signal" as known in the art, 
and the second is a "modulated information signal" that 
is representative of CPDN information in accordance 
with Bellcore Calling Number Delivery Technical Refer- 
ence TA-TSY-000031 mentioned above and Bellcore 
Technical Advisory "Voiceband Data Transmission In- 
terface Generic Requirements," TA-NWT-000030, Is- 
sue 3, April 1992. This modulated information signal is 
typically multiplexed between the ringing signals. DSP 
130 of DCE 100 provides the incoming CPDN number 
to CPU 110 via line 131. Once CPU 110 receives the 
calling party's telephone number from DSP 1 30, a com- 
parison is made with the telephone numbers on tele- 
phone number list 121 as described above to perform 
either a "fast initialization" or a "normal initialization." 

As described above, the inventive concept allows a 
DCE coupled to the PSTN network to recognize prior to 
starting training that long initialization times can be 
avoided by retrieving configuration parameters, derived 
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on a previous connection and then stored in memory. In 
particular, once both the originating DCE and the an- 
swering DCE have determined that a fast initialization 
is possible, each respective DCE independently recalls 
an associated set of predefined configuration parame- 
ters from a memory device of the DCE. This set of pre- 
defined configuration information illustratively includes 
equalizer tap values, speed, parity, echo canceler taps, 
approximate round trip delay, usable channel bandwidth 
(optimum symbol rate), received signal level and any 
other information about the circuit which normally would 
require time during startup for the modem to determine 
by direct analysis, etc., and also information as to mod- 
ulation format, etc. Further, upon determining that a last 
initialization" may be performed, the "a priori" stored pa- 
rameter information may instruct the answering modem 
to immediately switch to a proprietary modulation for- 
mat. Alternatively, each DCE may immediately recog- 
nize the type of data connection, e.g., that a fax call, 
data-only call, etc. is being established. 

Although described in the context of the point-to- 
point data communications system of FIG. 1 , other data 
communications system arrangements incorporating 
the inventive concept are possible as, for example, 
shown in FIG. 7. The components of FIG. 7, other than 
the inventive concept, are well-known. FIG. 7 is similar 
to FIG. 1 except that computer 50 communicates with 
terminal 60 via packet network 899, and access node 
905. Packet network 899 is illustratively an X.25 network 
that couples computer 50, and other data terminal 
equipment (not shown), to access node 905. In accord- 
ance with the inventive concept, access node 905 in- 
cludes DCE 200 and T1 interface 1 5, both of which have 
been described above. It should be noted that since 
DCE 200 is a part of access node 905, another alterna- 
tive embodiment is to move the configuration informa- 
tion from inside DCE 200 to a shared data base acces- 
sible by packet network 899. For example, when a user 
located at terminal 60 "dials in" to access node 50, the 
latter retrieves configuration information from the 
shared data base (not shown) via packet network 899 
before establishing the data connection to terminal 60. 
Other than the coupling of computer 50 via a packet net- 
work, the inventive concept functions as described 
above. 

The foregoing merely illustrates the principles of the 
invention and it will thus be appreciated that those 
skilled in the art will be able to devise numerous alter- 
native arrangements which, although not explicitly de- 
scribed herein, embody the principles of the invention 
and are within its spirit and scope. 

For example, although the invention is illustrated 
herein as being implemented with discrete functional 
building blocks, e.g. a time slot access device, etc., the 
functions of any one or more of those building blocks 
can be carried out using one or more appropriate pro- 
grammed processors, e.g., a digital signal processor. 
Further, although illustrated in the context of a T1 line, 



other digital facilities, e.g., that provide access to DS0 
channels, can also be used. Finally, it should be noted 
that although DCE 200 was described in the context of 
an individual modem, DCE 200 could also be a part of 
5 a "modem-pool." In this instance, the configuration in- 
formation associated with a telephone number would be 
located in a shared data base, from which configuration 
information is provided to each modem of the modem- 
pool. 



Claims 

1. Data communications equipment apparatus com- 
prising: 

means for providing a telephone number of a 
called party to a telephone network for estab- 
lishing a data connection to the called party; 
and 

means responsive to the telephone number of 
the called party for setting data communica- 
tions equipment configuration information in 
the data communications equipment appara- 
tus. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the means 
responsive sets tap values of an equalizer that is 
used to process a received data signal transmitted 
by the remote data communications equipment. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the data commu- 
nications equipment configuration information 
includes information pertaining to the type of data 
connection between the remote data communica- 
tions equipment and the data communications 
equipment apparatus. 

4. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the information 
pertaining to the type of data connection includes 
information representative of a speed of the data 
connection. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the configuration 
information includes information about the type of 
modulation to occur with the remote data commu- 
nications equipment. 

6. A method for use in a data communications equip- 
ment apparatus, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a telephone number to a telephone 
network for establishing a telephone call to a 
remote data communications equipment; 
identifying a set of stored configuration param- 
eters associated with the telephone number; 
and 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



6 



11 



EP0 711 060 A1 



retrieving the identified set of stored configura- 
tion parameters to configure the data commu- 
nications equipment apparatus for the tele- 
phone call. 

5 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein a portion of the iden- 
tified set of stored configuration parameters 
includes a plurality of tap values. 

8. The method of claim 6 further comprising the step io 
of initializing an equalizer of the data communica- 
tions equipment with the identified plurality of tap 
values. 

9. The method of claim 6 wherein the identified set of 
stored configuration parameters includes informa- 
tion pertaining to the type of data connection 
between the remote data communications equip- 
ment and the data communications equipment. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the information per- 
taining to the type of data connection includes infor- 
mation representative of a speed of the data con- 
nection. 

1 1 . The method of claim 6 wherein a portion of the iden- 
tified set of stored configuration information 
includes information about the type of modulation 
to occur with the remote data communications 
equipment. 

12. The method of claim 6 wherein the stored configu- 
ration parameters are located in a data base exter- 
nal to the data communications equipment appara- 
tus. 35 
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